
4

Copyright © 2000 Chic Scott

All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced
or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or
mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or by
any information storage or retrieval system, except as may
be expressly permitted in writing from the publisher.

Canadian Cataloguing in Publication Data

Scott, Chic, 1945-
Pushing the limits

Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 0-921102-59-3

1. Mountaineering--Canada--History. I. Title.
GV199.44.C2S36 2000 796.5'22'0971 C00-910302-3

Printed and bound in Canada by
Friesens, Altona, Manitoba.

We acknowledge the financial support of the Government of Canada through
the Book Publishing Industry Development Program (BPIDP) for our
publishing activities.

Published by
Rocky Mountain Books
#4 Spruce Centre SW
Calgary, Alberta T3C 3B3

ISBN 0-921102-59-3

The author and publisher have made every effort to trace the
ownership of all copyrighted quotes and images reprinted
herein. While expressing regret for any error unintentionally
made, the publisher will be pleased to make necessary
corrections in future editions of this book.

Regional base maps on pages 13, 18, 21, 24 and 27 were
prepared by Isosceles Information Solutions Inc. using
digital spatial data © 1999 Government of Canada, with
permission from Natural Resources Canada.



5

CO
NT

EN
TS

Map of Canada – 8/9
Photo Section – 10-27
Forew0rds by Hans Gmoser and
Brian Greenwood – 28
Introduction by Chic Scott – 29

SETTING THE STAGE 1754-1885 – 30

THE GLORY DAYS 1886-1925 – 38
J. J. McArthur—The First Canadian Mountaineer – 39
Green and Swanzy and the Summer of 1888 – 40
The Heavyweights Arrive—Mount

Sir Donald and the Summer of 1890 – 42
The Yale “Lake Louise Club” – 42
The Lefroy Affair – 46
Norman Collie and the Icefields

of the Continental Divide – 48
Mount St. Elias—A Yukon Giant – 52
The First Swiss Guides come to Canada – 55
James Outram and the Ascent

of Mount Assiniboine – 57
James Outram and His Remarkable

Season of 1902 – 61
Gertrude Benham and Her Incredible

Summer of 1904 – 65
The Creation of The Alpine Club of Canada – 66
The First Ascent of Garibaldi – 69
The Saga of Mount Robson – 70

George Kinney and His Obsession – 70
Conrad Kain Settles the Issue – 74
Postscript to the Robson Saga – 79

The Struggle for Mount Sir Sandford – 82
Conrad Kain at the Pinnacle of His Career – 87
J.  W. A. Hickson—A Unique Canadian – 92
The Titan of the Cariboos – 94
Mount Logan—Canada’s Highest – 96

The First Expedition—The Reconnaisance – 97
The Winter Expedition of 1925 – 97
The Final Expedition—Taking it to the Limit – 99

Mount Alberta—The Last Unclimbed
Giant of the Rockies – 103

The End of the Era – 105

CANADA DRIFTS FROM THE
MAINSTREAM OF WORLD
MOUNTAINEERING 1926-1950 – 106

Coast Mountains – 107
The Mundays and Mystery Mountain – 107
Mount Waddington Climbed – 113
Further Explorations in the Coast Mountains – 117

The Mundays – 117
Henry S. Hall Jr. – 119
The Vancouver Team of Tom Fyles, Neal

Carter, Mills Winram and Alec Dalgleish – 121
Fred Beckey – 124
Waddington Becomes a Mountain Playground – 126

The American Clubs Arrive – 126
Mount Waddington from the Northeast – 128

The North – 130
Mount Fairweather (4670 m) – 130
Mount Steele (5073 m) – 132
Mount Lucania (5226 m) – 133
Mount Wood (4842 m) – 136
Mount Walsh (4507 m) – 137
Mount Vancouver (4812 m) – 138
Mount Logan Climbed Again and Again – 140
Mount Hubbard (4577 m) and

Mount Alverstone (4439 m) – 140
King Peak (5173 m) – 141
The Schoening Expedition: Mount Augusta (4288 m)

and King Peak (5173 m) – 142
Mount Cook (4194 m) – 144
Elsewhere in the North – 145

The Arctic Islands – 145
The Logan Mountains – 145

The East – 146
Beginnings of Rock Climbing in Quebec – 146
Discovery of the Torngats – 147
Westmoreland in Nova Scotia – 147

Columbia Mountains – 148
A. A. “Mac” McCoubrey—a Purcell Pioneer – 148
The Last of the Bugaboos – 151

The Rockies – 153
A. J. Ostheimer and His

Incredible Summer of 1927 – 153
Mount Sir Alexander – 155
The Four Twelve Thousanders – 157
Ahead of their Time – 160

Northeast Face of Mount Victoria – 160
East Ridge of Mount Temple – 160
Fuhrer Arête, Mount Robson – 161

The Last Unclimbable—Brussels Peak – 162

4: François Damilano on Pilsner
Pillar in the Rockies. Photo
Damilano Collection.

5 Left column top: James Hector.
Photo courtesy Glenbow Archives.
NA 588-1.

5 Left column centre: Conrad
Kain. Photo Byron Harmon.
Courtesy Whyte Museum of the
Canadian Rockies.

5 Right column: Phyl Munday.
Photo Munday Collection.
Courtesy British Columbia
Archives.



6

CO
NT

EN
TS

CANADIAN MOUNTAINEERING
COMES OF AGE 1951-1990 – 166

The Rockies – 167
Hans Gmoser and Friends Launch a New Era – 167
Brian Greenwood Takes the Lead – 171
Don Vockeroth and Lloyd MacKay—

Local Boys at Last – 172
Get Them while They’re Young—

Don Gardner and Charlie Locke – 174
Winter Climbing—The Most Unpleasant

of All Pursuits – 176
Local Climbers Explore the Alpine Walls – 178
Billy Davidson—He Must Have Been a Natural – 182
The British Connection – 186
Waterfall Ice—The New Passion – 191
Americans on the North Faces – 195
John Lauchlan—The First Canadian

Climbing Star – 203
Dave Cheesmond and The Wildboys

Take it to the Limit – 206
The Great North Faces – 206
Winter Alpinism in the 1980s – 212
Waterfall Ice Climbing in the 1980s – 216
Rock Climbing in the 1980s – 220

Coast Mountains – 226
Mount Saugstad – 226
Neal Carter gets His Second Wind – 226
Ape Lake – 228
The Homathko – 229
Tragedy on Mount Howson – 230
Ralph Hutchinson, Werner Himmelsbach

and Friends – 230
Canadians Climb Mount Waddington at Last – 232
The Kafers and the BCMC – 234
Culbert’s Decade – 237
The Golden Age of Squamish – 241

Baldwin’s Era – 241
The Squamish Scene Begins in Earnest – 243
The Squamish Hard Core – 245
The Rebirth of Free Climbing – 248

John Clarke—Wilderness Zen Master – 252
The Climbs of Don Serl – 254

Vancouver Island – 259
Mount Colonel Foster – 259

6: Left column: Dave Cheesmond.
Photo Barry Blanchard.

Columbia Mountains – 262
The Golden Age of the Bugaboos – 262
The American Love Affair

with the Columbia Mountains – 266
The Search for New Climbs – 268
Winter Climbing in the Columbia Mountains – 271

The East – 272
Québec – 272

Le Club de Montagne Canadien – 272
Québec Climbing Spreads its Wings – 273
Jean Sylvain and Le Club

d’Escalade Laurentien – 276
La Fédération Québécoise de la Montagne – 278
The 1970s—A New Generation – 279
The Pioneer Years of Ice Climbing – 282
The Eighties—Québec Climbers

Move into the Mainstream – 285
Québec Climbers outside Québec – 286

Ontario – 288
The Sixties – 288
Local Ontario Kids Make Their Appearance – 290
The Eighties and Controversy – 291

Elsewhere in Ontario – 292
Elsewhere in The East – 292
New Brunswick – 292
Newfoundland and Labrador – 292
Nova Scotia – 293
Manitoba – 293

The Modern North – 294
Baffin Island – 294

The Early Explorations – 294
The Potential of Baffin Island is Discovered—

the Scott Expeditions of 1971 & 1972 – 296
Baffin Island Becomes a Magnet

for the World’s Mountaineers – 298
The Last Great Problem—

Mount Thor West Face – 299
Other Arctic Islands – 300

Ellesmere Island – 300
The Logan Mountains – 301

Big Wall Climbing Comes
to the Logan Mountains – 302

The Lotus Flower Tower – 303
The Cirque becomes World Famous – 304

The St. Elias Mountains – 306
The British Columbia Centennial Climb—

Mount Fairweather, 1958 – 306
Canadians on Mount Logan—

Hans Gmoser’s Expedition of 1959 – 308
Hummingbird Ridge—

“A High-wire in the Sky” – 311
The Yukon Alpine Centennial Expedition:

The ACC Swansong – 313
Mount Kennedy North Buttress – 315
Mount St. Elias at Last – 315
Halycon Days for Canadians – 317

The Centennial Ridge of Mount Logan – 317
The Rockies Invasion of 1977 – 317
The Warbler Ridge – 319

The Season of 1978 – 321
The Best Year Yet—1979 – 322



7

CO
NT

EN
TS

INTO THE FUTURE 1990-2000 – 388

Sport Climbing – 389
Crag Climbing Evolves into Sport Climbing – 390

The Rockies – 390
Coast Mountains – 392
The East – 394
Access—The Issue of the 1990s – 395

Gym Climbing – 396
Competition Climbing – 397

Traditional Climbing – 398
Waterfall Ice Climbing – 398

The Rockies – 398
Coast Mountains – 400
Québec – 401
Elsewhere in the East – 402

Big Wall Rock Climbing – 403
The Rockies – 403
Coast Mountains – 404
Columbia Mountains – 405
The North – 406
Québec – 407

Alpine Climbing – 408
The Rockies – 408
Coast Mountains – 409
The North—St. Elias Mountains – 410

Canadians Overseas – 413

Important Dates – 420
Bibliography – 424
References – 426
Index – 433
Acknowledgements – 440

CANADIANS MAKE THEIR
MARK OVERSEAS 1955-1990 – 324

The Alps – 326
Early Climbs – 326
John Lauchlan and Dwayne Congdon

Visit the Alps – 328
Doyle and Blanchard Take up the Torch – 329

Yosemite – 331
Dihedral Wall – 331
Gordie Smaill and Neil Bennett Lead the Way – 333
Steve Sutton and Hugh Burton

Take it Another Step Further –334
Billy Davidson – 335
Peter Croft, Master of Rock – 336

 South America – 338
BC Climbers Lead the Way – 338
Quebecers and Albertans Take it a Step further – 340

Alaska – 342
Blumer Leads the Way – 342
Mount McKinley—A Heavy Price

to Pay for Victory – 343
The Pioneer Ridge of Mount McKinley – 344
The Wickersham Wall of Mount McKinley – 346
The Squamish Hard Core on Mount McKinley – 349
CLOD (Calgary Leftovers Outing to Denali) – 350
Other Adventures in Alaska – 352

New Zealand – 355
The Himalaya – 356

Sangemarmur – 356
Chic Scott on Dhaulagiri IV – 357
The Swargarohini Expedition of 1974 – 358
The Canadian Mount Everest Expedition of 1975 – 358
Dave Jones Challenges the Himalaya – 359
Pumori—A Major Himalayam Summit at Last – 360
Nanga Parbat (1980) – 361
Dhaulagiri I (1981) – 362
Gangapurna (1981) – 364
The Everest Era  (1979-1982) – 366

Background – 366
The Training Climbs – 367
The Everest Expedition of 1982 – 369

The Pamir Expedition (1983) – 372
Manaslu 1983—The End of the Era – 372

7 Left column: Sharon Wood.
Photo Dwayne Congdon
Collection.

7 Right column: Raphael
Slawinski. Photo Matt Collins.

A New Era Begins—Dhaulagiri VI (1983) – 373
Makalu West Pillar (1984) – 374
Rakaposhi (1984) – 376
Kangchenjunga (1984)—

Roger Marshall Vindicated – 377
Bhagarathi III (1985) – 378
The Québec/Polish Connection – 379
Everest Light (1986) – 380
Nanga Parbat and Everest Express (1988) – 384
After Everest—Pat Morrow and

the Seven Summits – 386
Canadians at the Summit of the Sport – 387


